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Study Objectives

=t Test if there are different child psychiatric
hospitalization referral rates by race
5an Evaluate whether observed differences persist
after adjustment for confounding variables
B4 Examine whether differences in referral rates
by race are explained by community factors
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SASS Program Structure
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Ovetrview

m Child behavioral health service utilization differs
by race!”

m Eliminating these differences is a critical goal®!”

m Underlying causes are unknown

m Community factors may play a role!"16

m Referral rates are good estimate of utilization
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Illinois Screening, Assessment and
Support Services (SASS) Program

m Bstablished in 1992 by the Illinois Department
of Children and Family Setvices (IDCES)
outh in state custody
= Expanded in 2003

m Jointly operated by DCES, Department of Human
Services (DHS), and Healthcare and Family Services
(HES)

m Includes all children and adolescents
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Methods

m Data source 1
m SASS program administrative data
m Inclusions (N = 6130)
m First screen for all children from 12/
m Age 5 — 18 years
clusions (n = 1014)

m Incomplete screening data
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Methods (cont’d)

m Data source 2
m 2000 Census zip code 1
B 3 community factc

m Poverty, Urbanicity, Racial Div

m Proportion of families with children living below federal
poverty level out of all families with children in a zip code
ved / Expected > 1, then community was
otized as “poot”
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Sample Description
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Summary

m African-Americans had higher referral rates than
Caucasians

m This difference increases after adjustment for
covatiates

m This difference appears to be explained by
community poverty and urbanicity
m Poverty reduces the odds of referral by

m Urbanicity incteases the odds of referral by 160
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Methods (cont’d)

m Final Sample (N = 5116)
m Dependent variable
m Psychiatric hospitalization referral
m Predictor variables
m Race, Community factors
m Covariates

= Gender, Age, State custody status, behavioral health
need
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Likelihood of referral to psychiatric hospitalization
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Limitations

ility to generalize results
m Missing data
m Hospital bed capacity

m Referral as proxy for utilization
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Implications

m Community factors are associated with access to
services

= Community factors appear ain racial
differences in psychiatric hospitalization referral

m Improving access to setvices may be critical to

e

ensure racial differences are not observed
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For More Information

Richard Epstein, Ph.D.
Northwestern University
Institute for Healthcare Studies
750 N. Lake Shore Dr., 10t Floor:
Chicago, 1IL 60611

312-503-557
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